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The International Conference on Singularity Theory and Applications was held at the
University of Science and Technology of China (Hefei, China), during July 25-31, 2011.
The conference was focused around recent developments in Singularity Theory, including
topics such as: fundamental groups of algebraic varieties, topological and Hodge-theoretic
aspects of singularities, characteristic classes of singular varieties, etc. The meeting was
attended by about fifty participants from all over the world.

The papers in this volume cover the various subjects discussed during the conference.
All manuscripts have been carefully peer-reviewed. I would like to express my gratitude to
the authors for their contributions, as well as to the referees for the high quality job. I also
thank all the participants — especially the speakers — who made the meeting both successful
and fruitful. I am very grateful for the financial support received from the National Science
Foundation, as well as from the Department of Mathematics of the University of Science
and Technology of China. Last, but not least, I would like to thank Xiuxiong Chen and
his staff for a flawless organization of this conference.

May 2012
Laurentiu Maxim, Editor
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